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Regional Changes in Reindeer Management in the Chukotka
Autonomous Okrug
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National Museum of Ethnology
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The Chukchi are an indigenous people of the Chukot Peninsula in Northeastern Russia. The Chukchi
population was about 15,000 in 1989. In the latter half of the nineteenth century, ethnographers divided the
Chukchi into two groups. One group tended reindeer herds (Reindeer Chukchi); the other group lived along the
coast, subsisting primarily by hunting sea mammals (walruses, seals, etc.). This group might be called Maritime
Chukchi. However, due to the spread of socialism in the Soviet era, many Chukchi now work as government em-
ployees on state-run farms, sovkhoz.

This paper clarifies changes in the number of reindeer in each district in the Chukotka Autonomous
Region over the past 25 years; it examines how the Chukchi have adapted to the decline of reindeer herding re-
sulting from commercial sale, slaughter, and escape from the herd.

The author conducted fieldwork for about two and half months in Chukotka: 30 days in October and November
1997; 25 days in January and February 2000; 10 days in November 2000; and 10 days in August 2001.

Results obtained from the fieldwork are summarized as follows.

Domestic reindeer populations decreased in all districts over the period since 1987. Patterns of changes
for each village in the Chaun District can be classified into three types after the collapse of socialism. Because of
the decrease in the number of reindeer in Tavaivaan Village near Anadyr, the main economy of Chukchi living
there has transformed itself from reindeer herding to salmon fishing. This stands in stark contrast to the fact

that some Chukchi changed over from sea mammal hunting to reindeer herding in the past.
The author suggests that understanding Chukchi societal changes is crucial to discussion of the validity
of the two terms Reindeer Chukchi and Maritime Chukchi when regarding multi-resource use among the

Chukchi.
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